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DVD Lending     

Library Rules 
There is no charge to check 

out one or two of our many 

DVD’s for one month. 

 If you do not return the 

DVD(s) at the next meeting, 

you will be charged $5.00         

(per month)                                 

per DVD not  returned 

continued on page 6 

 

 

 

Mike Shuler was our presenter at the July 2nd general 

meeting. Mike is world renowned in the contempo-

rary art community for his truly unique and beautiful 

turnings. Mike’s original claim to fame was his deli-

cate segmented vessels and he has also carved a niche 

for himself turning “organics”; pine cones and dried 

vegetation. 

Mike came prepared for the evening’s presentation 

with a comprehensive slide show of both his finished 

gallery pieces and the tools of the trade he utilizes to 

create them. He also brought some of the key pieces 

of hardware he has fabricated in his shop to facilitate construction, along with 

a number of finished bowls. 

While Mike’s large segmented vessels are built on the principle of “a bowl 

from a board” the path he takes to arrive at the “board” is what sets Mike’s 

work apart from the rest of the segmenting community. Having purchased ex-

otic timber, either as slab or in-the-round, Mike allows the wood to acclimate 

in his shop, for up to a couple of years. He will 

work out a particular geometric design for a 

bowl set, one large and one small bowl, and then 

vacuum dry the lumber he will be using in his 

shop built thermo-vac chamber. Once the wood 

has reached his 

standard of 4 to 

5% moisture con-

tent Mike will 

construct the laminated stock required for the 

design.  

 

Mike then flattens this stock on a shop built 

router based flattening jig. The next step is cut-

ting 104 wedges from this prepared stock using 

his; you might have guessed this, shop built ta-

ble saw sled. His goal is that the wedges be 

within .001” of expected measurement in three 

axes. The wedges must also be kept in order of 

having been cut; otherwise this design won’t 

come together. No pressure here.  
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Symposia Across the USA 
 

 Woodturners of Olympia, Olympia WA, July 26, 2014 

 Turn On! Chicago, Mundelein, Ill, August 15-17, 2014 

 SWATurners Symposium, Waco, TX August 22-24, 2014  
 Ornamental Turners International Symposium, Columbus OH - September 2014 

 15th Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, Loveland, CO September 12-14, 2014 

 Turning Southern Style XX Symposium, GAW September 19-21, 2014 

 Segmented Woodturners Symposium, San Antonio, TX October 16-19, 2014 

 6th Annual Wisconsin Woodturners Expo, Eau Claire, WI October, 2014 

We held our first meeting at the TechShop of San Jo-

se, after leaving Rich Johnson’s Workshop.  As with 

any new relationship, there are a few things that didn’t 

go exactly as expected, and we will work to make 

things go more smoothly for future meetings.  The 

place I chose to eat before the meeting, Pizza my 

Heart, is not among the local eateries that validate 

parking.  Sorry for anyone affected.  The food was 

pretty good, the back room was great, and I’m still 

inclined to go back again. 

 

We had a very good turnout for Mike Schuler’s 

presentation.  He does some really incredible work, 

and the length of time he spends perfecting his process 

is quite impressive.  Perhaps this is either inspiring or 

a relief for those of us who don’t get the desired effect 

for a new turning technique right off the bat.  For his 

early batches a 50% failure rate was not bad.  By 

working on his, tools, jigs, skills, and techniques to 

reduce the variations in his process he is now down to 

one failure in a few years!  His big bowls are scary 

thin, and they are turned after putting in a lot of time 

and effort creating the segmented turning blanks, con-

taining thousands of pieces.  Maybe I can reflect on 

his path and be a bit more patient with some projects, 

and accept failures as part of the learning process, and 

sally forth without getting discouraged.   

 

We are waiting to see if the Santa Clara High School 

will allow SVW to use their woodshop & classroom, 

in exchange for student access 

to our club meetings, library 

material, instruction or mentor-

ing from our members, and do-

nated works of spectacular 

wood art.  The principal is as 

excited about this possibility as 

the shop teacher was, and is tak-

ing our case to the school dis-

trict.  Until this is confirmed, we will plan to meet at 

the TechShop, but keep an eye out for Yahoo Groups 

postings for late breaking news. 

 

The challenge for August is Complimentary Turnings 

(plural).  This would be 2 or more turnings that go to-

gether, or complement each other.  A set of Russian 

nesting dolls, salt and pepper shakers, similar pieces 

from different varieties of wood, a nested set of bowls, 

a mortar and pestle, … the combinations are seeming-

ly endless.  Come up with a good story for why your 

turnings complement each other, and you are there.  

Here is an opportunity for creative writing or story 

telling along with your woodturning.  Often it is the 

story surrounding a work that causes it to sell, any-

way. 

Stay tuned, and keep turning, 

Mike 
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Jim Gott , Redwood Burl 

bowl with instant coffee 

grounds and CA glue inlay, 

lacquer finish 

Rich Johnson , Rolling 

Pin, Maple, Paduke & 

walnut w/mineral oil 

Mike Lanahan , Chinese 

Pistache pepper mill with 

turquoise inlay, Waterlox 

Tom Schmida , Makup: 

Bondo box lid, Walnut 

box with Turquoise 

inlay 

Scott  Landon , Red 

Cedar Box / inlay 

Keith Towe , Australian 

Red Cedar Box with 

Branch Inlay Top.  The 

inlays are English Oak, 

and Spear Wattle 
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Pete Zavala , Black Walnut 

non-Spinning top w/brass 

inlay on 3-point stand 

Bob  Gerenser , Wood's Metal 

(www.rotometals.com/

SearchResults.asp?Search=wood%

27s ) inlay in hollowform. Wipe-

on Poly finish 

Dennis  Lillis , Make-up-

non-wood-Aluminum 

vacuum chuck. Inlay-pen 

w/ Lapis & Abalone,  

Gary  Keogh , Olive 

Bowl w/brass inlayed 

rings - Wipe On Poly 

Gordon Patnude , Walnut 

Bracelet with inlay - a bad 

dream;  Myrtle Bowl with inlay 

- work in progress; new glue 

experiment 

Chris  Drysdale , Pens with 

Sterling Silver inlay. The 

Barrels are red gum burl 

finished with Livos oil 

sanded to 1500 grit. 

(Chris is one of our      

http://www.rotometals.com/SearchResults.asp?Search=wood%27s
http://www.rotometals.com/SearchResults.asp?Search=wood%27s
http://www.rotometals.com/SearchResults.asp?Search=wood%27s
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Gordon Patnude, 

Deodar Cedar 

bowl for neighbor 

Mike Lanahan , Maple burl 

bowl, turquoise inlay also, 

Waterlox finish. 

Bob Gerenser , Deep Vessel 

Power Sanding Extension 

Gary Keogh , Walnut 

Bowl - General Finishes 

Salad Bowl Finish 

Oscar Wittrock , 

Bowls 
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The wedges are glued together into half-circles using a shop built clamping fix-

ture. He uses Titebond original glue. Once good and dry, the half-circles are 

flattened utilizing another router based SBJ (shop built jig). 

 

Mike then locates the two flattened half circles in 

another SBJ and scribes the circles he will be cutting 

on the bandsaw. He then cuts the half-circles into 

half rings and stack 

glues them in a SBJ press.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this point Mike has met up with the “bowl from a 

board” crowd and heads for the lathe.  

 

 

He leaves the crowd behind, once again, as he turns his large creations to less 

than an eighth of an inch wall thickness. For his small bowls Mike uses the 

thickness of his thumb nail to set his calipers. 

 

Mike’s “organic” pallet does not involve seg-

menting, flattening and re-gluing, but is centered 

on epoxy impregnating pine cones, dried flower 

buds and various vegetation.  

 

He is currently ex-

ploring a SBJ liq-

uid nitrogen jacketed vacuum chamber to acceler-

ate the freeze drying cycle, which now can take up 

to three years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike is easy going and soft spoken and he is willing to share all the knowledge he has acquired over thirty 

years developing his techniques, knowing full well that no one in the audience would attempt to take the path 

he has. 

To enjoy more of Mike’s gallery visit: http://www.mikeshuler.com/ 

             

            Bob Gerenser 

http://www.mikeshuler.com/
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           Submitted by Mike Lanahan 

 

Bloxygen, Private Reserve (for wine) and similar inert gas dispensers have been used to extend the life of 

opened containers of finishing products.  A heavier than air gas (Carbon dioxide, or Argon) is sprayed into the 

finish container, which settles over the finish and keeps the remaining oxygen inside the container from get-

ting to the finish, causing it to skin-over or turn into glop.  Personally, I’ve not had as good a result from these 

products as others report.  Maybe I don’t put in enough inert gas.  Maybe my finish was already on the way to 

the grave yard, and my attempt was too late.  I don’t know. 

 

An alternative idea was, instead of trying to segregate the trapped 

air from the finish, why not pump out the air so there isn’t any (in 

reality, as much) oxygen to react with the finish.  My vacuum food 

saver has a mason jar lid attachment that will pump the air out of a 

jar, and leave the lid in the depressed mode you like to see after a 

proper canning operation.  For me, this has worked well, and I hap-

pened to have the stuff on hand anyway.  I have to admit, I don’t 

find it very satisfying purchasing a can of inert gas that when you 

shake it feels empty. 

 

 

 

 

I received the following email from one of our Australian members, Keith Towe: 

 

“I have been teaching my 16 year old granddaughter, Claire, to turn over the past 

18 months during school holidays, and I was over the moon several weeks ago 

when she took out 1st place in the Lidded Box category in Novice of the Australi-

an Woodturning Exhibition, but more importantly, she won 2nd, best of all the 

novice entries (over 100).  

As you can see, my ideas for inlays on Box Tops have rubbed off on her.  

The Box section is all Huon Pine from Tasmania.  It is a wonderful timber to 

work as it has beautiful scented oil, which preserves it for 100's of years, but it 

does make sanding more difficult.  

 The inlays are just branch material turned to fit Forstner Bit holes, then parted 

off with a very thin parting tool and leaving about 1/8" (3mm).   Claire drew cir-

cles on the lid, some overlapping to ascertain where each insert should fit. The 

first hole was drilled, an insert glued in, then several hours later the next hole was 

drilled to overlap the first insert, and another insert was glued in place and so 

on.  When all the inserts (I call them inserts as they are a little thicker than veneer to start with) the Box Top 

was fitted to a timber Jamb chuck and the inserts turned down level with the lid.  Care is needed here as the 

inserts are all long grained and could easily chip.  The finish we used is to sand to a fine finish, in this case to 

500 grit because I got a job lot very cheaply.  We then sealed the top with a spray can of clear shellac and 

when dry, sand this, and use an Oil finish as it is compatible with Huon Pine.” 

 

(You can see Keith’s Branch Inlayed Box on page 3.) 
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By Gary Keogh 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mike Lanahan.  

This is the first meeting for the club in our new meeting venue at the Tech Shop. 

Visitors & New Members: 

There were no visitors or new members present. 

Raffles: 

There were no raffles. 

Staff Reports: 

Mike shared the following information regarding SCHS venue. 

I met with the Principal of the Santa Clara High School to discuss a mutually beneficial arrangement.  It 

went very well, and I summarized what we can do for them and what we need for meetings and demos.  

Hi is discussing it with the school district, so we hopefully have no meeting cost.  This can be an alter-

nate venue, especially for demonstrations. 

Webmaster Opportunity?  Looking into Wild Apricot to manage web site and collect $.  Nor Cal uses this, and it 

costs $500/year. John Cobb from BAWA uses Wild Apricot also ($330/year) but recommends we look into 

Weebly. 

• Dennis – Upcoming Programs 

Picnic – Venue and date TBD.  Kelly Park was suggested as it was a prior venue. 

August 6 – A 2 part program. 

Phil Roybal will give a Yahoo Groups navigation and access overview, and assist anyone with diffi-

culty during the break.  

2.  Dennis will address how to process turning blanks from a log. 

Sept 3 – Jed Eskelson, a Mirka representative will give an abrasive presentation, and hopefully bring some 

samples. 

Oct 1 – Tips on how to photograph your work, by Mike Lanahan, with a “focus” on all cameras, even cell 

phones. 

Nov 5 – Finishing discussion, and “use test” testing of various finishes 

New Business: 
None 

President’s Challenge: 

The President’s Challenge turnings were presented by the participating members. 

The raffle was held immediately following and the winners were: 

Bob Gerenser -  Wood 

Gary Keogh – Gift Certificate 

Scott Landon – Wood 

Show & Tell: 

The Show & Tell turnings were presented by the participating members. 

Break:  at 7:45 

Program: 

Tonight’s program was given by Mike Schuler.  Mike is one of the most accomplished segmented turners in the field 

with a his pieces in the Louvre in Paris, the Museum of Fine Arts in New York, as well as numerous other fine art muse-

ums and galleries. He did a show and tell and answered questions about his unique and beautiful art and shared some 

helpful tricks of the trade.  He has been doing wood working for most of his life in one form or another.  His approach to 

segmenting is, I think, unique.  He does not use the traditional methods most of us are used to.  He makes a glued up 

ring of segmented wedges (the segmenting is done within the wedges).  He then cuts this ring into rings at an angle.  

Those rings are stacked and glued together to form a bowl.  Some of his bowls have as many as 5000 pieces.  This is the 

general idea with a bunch of moves in between.  He dries his wood in a vacuum chamber. 

Mike also makes art pieces from many kinds of organic items.  Some of those items are pine cones, certain flower blos-

soms, artichokes, and the tops of pineapples.  The items are freeze dried (some taking as long as 3 years) and then 

soaked in epoxy in a vacuum chamber.  He turns the finished product and obtains some impressive results. 

It was an interesting, entertaining and fascinating program. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 

 



 

Page 9 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.

com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

 

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp


 
2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 

 

President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 

V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denlillis@verizon.net 

 

Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 

 

Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 

Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 

 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 

 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 

 

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

Owner 

 

Page 10 

 

 

 

It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best.  If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in other 

ways to manage some of the 

club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond.  There are 

always things that need 

doing.  In particular, we 

need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 

Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 

Gerenser to volunteer and 

help make our activities 

happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 

by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 

who successfully 

complete all 12 

President’s Chal-

lenge projects for 

the year.  Those 

who meet the chal-

lenge are awarded 

coveted and distinc-

tive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A 

blue bar in the ac-

companying chart 

means that person 

has completed the 

project for the 

month indicated.  

You needn’t be a 

great turner, you 

just need to partici-

pate.  Make some-

thing in our Chal-

lenge theme and 

bring it to the next 

meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/


 

Join us Wednesday, August 6th at 7:00 

P.M., at The Techshop, located at 300 S 2nd 

St, San Jose, Ca 95113 at the corner of E San 

Carlos and 2nd St. 

July Program:Yahoo Groups by Phil Rybal 

and Processing Logs by Dennis Lillis 

July’s President’s Challenge: Complimentary 

Pieces. 

Dinner before the Meeting:  For those who 

would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we meet at 5:30 PM. Pizza My Heart, 

at 117 E San Carlos, diagonally across the 

street from the Techshop 

Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 

Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 

check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  
April - June 

  3
rd

 Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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Heartwood Concepts Dust Collec-tor. This is the 

dust col-lector system Bob Bley showed in  November, 

and is available from Rich Johnson. $160 

Rich@latheart.com  

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, 

with center holes—      Select a disk size appropriate 

to the size blank you want to bandsaw from a log, 

and secure it to the log through the center hole to the 

log with a wood screw, and cut outside  

the disk with the saw for an optimally sized and 

shaped turning blank.   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF 

disks increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 

20”, depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, 

or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

 turnturninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com

